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January 2009
Letter from Paula
Dearest Friends,

It has been quite some time since I sent out an update or a newsletter. Please forgive 
me for leaving you all hanging. 2008 was a crazy year. So much has changed in my life as 
life has a tendency to do. My life was rocked in April ’08 by the sudden death of  my dad 
with whom I was very close. Six months later, I snapped out of  my foggy state of  shock. 
In the meantime, my husband Aaron and I opened an artist studio space and became 
busier than ever. Actually, Chroma Studios opened two weeks before my dad passed away, 
so we were already locked in to the deal. It turned out to be one of  the best things we 
have ever done! In October, we expanded the studio space to include a gallery with class 
space. The Studios and Gallery are located at 1606 Central Ave SE Suites 102 & 201. 
East off  I-25 on Central Ave. just before you get to University Ave.

Life has been a roller coaster ride the past nine months, to say the least! However, 
even though it was one of  the toughest years of  my life, it was also one of  the best. I have 
come out the other side of  it all with a much greater appreciation for life. I am now in a 
better position to help other artists reach their for their dreams. Which has always been 
another dream of  mine. Keep scrolling down for more news, and thank you for your 
support!

Grateful
Oil on canvas 
48 x 48” 
$2,000
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Collector’s Special
Cleaning out the studio!

Now is the time to buy art! I am cleaning out my 
studio of  older pieces and want to offer my 
collectors a great deal on collectable art work. Art is 
not only a necessity in life, but it makes a great 
investment! Especially when you can buy it on sale. 
Until the end of  February, buy any of  my older 
original paintings and receive 25 percent off ! This 
offer is extended to my favorite people, my 
collectors! You don’t have any of  my paintings in 
your collection? Then this is the perfect time to start 
your collection. This special is good on specific 
original paintings only. See them all on my website: 

http://manninglewisstudios.wordpress.com/
art/clearance-paintings/

New Website/Blog

http://manninglewisstudios.wordpress.com

I am in the process of  updating my blog and 
turning it in to a website/blog. So, in addition to a 
traditional blog, it will have all the website 
functionality as well. Wordpress makes this much 
easier than the blogger platform I was on before. I 
am still working out the kinks, setting up the pages 
for buying paintings and prints, so you won’t have 
to join Etsy and go through their checkout system 
to purchase my art. It will be much more direct, I 
have set up a shopping cart through paypal, so you 
can use a credit card for secure purchases. In 
addition to that, there will be more accessible 
information about my art, my biography and 
statement, newsletters and of  course a link to the 
Chroma Studios Gallery website. I plan to have my 
own domain name at some point as well. You can 
also subscribe to my blog to get email updates every 
time I post something new to the site.

New Work 
With everything going on the past year, I haven’t 
produced as much new work as I have in past 
years. Part of  the reason for this is that I am now 
working much larger. Five of  my latest paintings 
are over 40 inches square. Three are 48 inches 
square. I am enjoying working in the larger 
format. There is room for more designs and 
details. One person told me that my work makes 
them think of  “sunshine for the indoors”. You can 
see more new work at: 
http://manninglewisstudios.wordpress.com/
paintings/ My latest piece currently untitled, Oil on canvas

48 x 48”, $2,000
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<Hopeful 2008

April at Chroma
Featured Artist

April will be my featured 
month at Chroma Studios 
Gallery. It is also our one year 
anniversary and the studios 
upstairs will be open to the public. 
I will have several new paintings 

to premier and new prints as well. 
April 3rd is First Friday and our 
opening reception night. Drop in 
anytime from 5:30 - 10 pm to see 
the show, meet the artists, have 
some refreshments and of  course, 
buy some amazing art! My 
husband, guitarist Aaron Lewis, 
will also be performing music 
from his newest release, Space 
Travel.

Chroma Studios Gallery

Chroma Studios opened in April 
2008. Aaron and I discovered 
after searching for shared studio 
space that there was a great need 
for more artist studios in 
Albuquerque. Although there are 
several art centers and warehouse 
type alternative spaces, they all 
either have a waiting list or they 
are unsuitable for professionals. 

For over ten years, we 
dreamed about having our own 
art and music center; renting 
studio spaces, classroom, concert 
and gallery space. After being 
frustrated by the lack of  studios in 
Albuquerque, we decided it was 
time to take the leap. We found a 
great suite of  offices close to the 
UNM campus and started looking 
for other artists who needed space. 
It didn’t take long to get enough 
people together and we were on 
our way. We moved in to our new 
space on March 15th. Our grand 

opening show was in June, delayed 
by my dad’s passing. Even with 
everything happening, the event 
was a huge success and we have 
been on a roll ever since. In 
September, another suite in the 
building opened up and we 
decided it was the perfect time to 
expand to include the gallery and 
classroom/concert space.                 

In October, we had our first 
gallery opening and since then we 
have had an opening every first 
Friday of  the month as part of  the 
Albuquerque Artscrawl. We 
currently represent over 20 artists 
and every month we feature a 
different artist in the front gallery. 
If  you are in the area, stop in and 
see us! We are open Thursday 
thru Saturday 12-6 pm.
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